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From the Mayor’s Office:  

Our investments in the future of Menasha are paying off; the construction of 
One Menasha Center continues to bring new interest to the downtown and 
riverfront with hundreds of new employees supporting our downtown merchants 
and restaurants.  Homes continue to be built at a rapid pace on the east side of 
the City and there is renewed interest in the Oneida Street corridor with the ac-
tivity surrounding Festival Foods. The City as a whole grew 6% in equalized 
value this year, with 2.6% of that as the result of new construction. Menasha 
once again outperformed both our peer communities in the region, as well as 
the state in both growth in equalized value and new construction.  

If you haven’t been to our new home at Menasha City Center, please stop 
by!  We are now a one stop shop for both the City and Menasha School Dis-
trict. It has proven especially useful for parents to have the Health Department 
in the same building as they register their children for school. We anticipate 
many new partnerships between the City and School District that will provide 
increased services and lower costs. 

Finally, I’d like to take this opportunity to welcome two new leaders in our or-
ganization. John Jacobs has joined us as the new Director of Administrative 
Services leading the Finance, Human Resources, and IT departments.  Mr. Ja-
cobs was previously the Finance Director for the Village of Weston and the Fi-
nancial Analyst for the City of Neenah. Josh Radomski has joined us as the 
new Director of Public Works.  Mr. Radomski previously was a Civil Engineer 
for the City of Milwaukee in both the sewer and major projects divisions. 

 

Fall 2017 

Quick Directory              
City Hall                                      
M-F  8:00am-4:00pm                          
920-967-3600 

Public Works Facility                  

M-F 7:00am-3:00pm                              

920-967-3620 

Police Department                 

Open 24 hours daily                        

920-967-3500 

Menasha Public Library               

M-Th 8:30am-8:30pm             

Fri 8:30am-6:00pm                

Saturday 8:30am-4:30pm       

Sunday 1:00pm-5:00pm  

920-967-3660 

Menasha Utilities                           

M-F 7:30am-4:00pm                 

920-967-3400 

Menasha Health Dept.               

M-F 8:00am-4:00pm                  

920-967-3520 

Airing of Common   

Council Meetings 

City of Menasha Admin-
istration Committee, 

Board of Public Works 
and Common Council 
meetings are aired on 

Spectrum Access Chan-
nel 2  and ATT U-Verse 
Channel 99 on Thurs-
days starting at     8:30 

pm. 

All broadcasts can be 
viewed on the City of 

Menasha website under 
the Agendas, Minutes 

and Televised Meetings 
link. 
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Glass Nickel Pizza Co.—217 Washington Street 

Emprize Brew Mill/The Attic—198/200 Main Street 

Fork Farms—1101 Midway Road  

Soul Solutions—68 Racine Street  

 

Coming Soon: 

Back Porch Trades—504 London Street  

Menasha Events 

 October 16—November 22—Leaf Collection  

 October 26—Hometown Halloween; Down-

town Menasha 4-6pm 

 October 26—Last Day of Farm Fresh Market; 

Downtown Menasha 2-6pm 

 October 30—Great Pumpkin Hunt; Clovis 

Grove Park 6pm 

 October 31—City Wide Trick-or-Treat 4-7pm 

 December 8—Holiday Hayride; Memorial 

Building 5-8:30pm 

 December 31—First Eve New Year Celebra-

tion and Ball Drop; Curtis Reed Square 

10:30pm 

 February 3—Smith Park Winter Gala; Smith 

Park & Memorial Building12-3:30pm 

 February 20—Primary Spring Election; Polls 

open 7am-8pm 

 April 3—Spring Election; Polls open 7am-8pm 

 May 22—All City Track and Field Wellness 

Day; Calder Stadium 9:15 am (Rain date—

5/24) 

Did you know… 

You can sit on boards 

and committees and be 

an active part of devel-

oping our community?  

If interested, come down 

to City Hall to fill out an 

application.                                                    

Current openings—Library 

Board, Parks & Recreation 

Board, Board of Appeals, 

Committee on Aging, & 

Housing Authority   

Contact City Hall at 967-

3608 for more information. 

Hometown Halloween Downtown 
Trick or Treat Event 

 
Thursday, October 26th  
4-6pm 
Come enjoy this free event! 
Trick or treat, live music, fun, 
and games for all throughout 
Downtown Menasha and the 
Farm Fresh Market . 



3 

 

 

Ice and snow: When you let your pets in from a walk 

or a romp outside, make sure to wipe their paws and 

undersides — get those ice balls off as soon as pos-

sible, as they can cause frostbite. After being out-

side, check your pets’ paws, ears, and tail for frost-

bite. Frostbitten skin usually appears pale or gray 

and can be treated by wrapping the area in a dry 

towel to gradually warm the area. 

Remember that cold weather can affect children and 

pets left in a vehicle.  

In the event you have left keys in a vehicle, 

Menasha Police Department does do unlock vehi-

cles whether occupied or not. Please call our non-

emergency line at 967-3500 and give your location, 

vehicle license number, and if the vehicle is occu-

pied or not. A CSO or officer will get to you as quick-

ly as possible. 

From the Code Compliance and 

Enforcement Division  
 

Joe Polzien - Code Enforcement 
Specialist Menasha Police      
Department  920-967-3548  
polzien@ci.menasha.wi.us   
Monday-Friday 7:30am-3:30pm 
 
Last winter we responded to a larger number of calls 

for pets being left outside during extreme cold weather. 

Here are a few pointers to keep all your pets safe. 

Stay inside: Cats and dogs should be kept inside dur-

ing cold weather. It is a common belief that dogs and 

cats are more resistant than people to cold weather 

because of their fur, but it is untrue. Like people, cats 

and dogs are susceptible to frostbite and hypothermia 

and should be kept inside. Longer-haired and thick-

coated dog breeds, such as huskies and other dogs 

bred for colder climates, are more tolerant of cold 

weather; but no pet should be left outside for long peri-

ods of time in below-freezing weather. 

Provide shelter: We don’t recommend keeping any pet 

outside for long periods of time, but if you are unable to 

keep your dog inside during cold weather, provide him/

her with a warm, solid shelter against wind. Make sure 

they have unlimited access to fresh, non-frozen water 

by changing the water frequently or using a pet-safe, 

heated water bowl. The floor of the shelter should be 

off of the ground to minimize heat loss into the ground 

and the bedding should be thick, dry, and changed reg-

ularly to provide a warm, dry environment. The door to 

the shelter should be positioned away from prevailing 

winds. Space heaters and heat lamps should be avoid-

ed because of the risk of burns or fire. Heated pet mats 

should also be used with caution because they are still 

capable of causing burns. 

Salt and deicers: Many pets like to go outside to romp 

and stomp in the snow, but many people use powerful 

salt and chemicals on their sidewalks to combat ice 

buildup. Thoroughly clean your pets’ paws, legs, and 

abdomen after they have been outside to prevent in-

gestion of toxic substances and to prevent their pads 

from becoming dry and irritated. Signs of toxic inges-

tion include excessive drooling, vomiting, and depres-

sion. 

Did you know…  

There are several ways residents can receive a 

free tree.  

This year the City received an Urban Forestry Grant 
through the Wisconsin Department of Natural Re-
sources.  

 One component of the grant is to provide trees to 
be planted on private property for residents that 
have an existing Ash tree on site. Residents will 
receive information on tree planting, tree care, 
pruning, and Emerald Ash Borer, with options to 
treat the existing tree (limited numbers of trees 
available).   

 Residents that live in districts 7 or 8 are eligible to 
have a tree planted in the right-of-way, or terrace, 
in front of their house.  

 Residents in all other districts can have a tree 
planted in the right-of-way, or terrace, in front of 
their house based on availability.  

If you are interested in participating in one of these 
programs please contact Vince Maas, Park Superin-
tendent at 920-967-3642 or 
vmaas@ci.menasha.wi.us 
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Unexpected Home Fire Hazards 
Did you know there could be potential fire hazards 
in your house that you are not 
aware of?  Here are ten potential 
sources of ignition that many of 
us don’t think about: 

Laptop Computers: A laptop left 
on any combustible material 
such as a bed, couch, or 
blanket can prevent proper cooling for your 
computer. This can then lead to your computer 
overheating and a fire can ignite due to it being 
on a combustible material. Make sure your lap-
top is on a desk, laptop stand, or table. 

Dryer Lint: It’s important to clean the dryer vent, 
exhaust duct, interior of the dryer, and sur-
rounding areas to ensure lint is not building up.  
Lint accumulation is the leading cause of dryer 
fires.  

Stacks of Newspaper/Magazines: If newspaper, 
or magazines, get too close to a heat source, 
they can catch on fire. Keep the stacks small 
and recycle often.  

Electric blankets and heating pads: If used im-
properly, these devices can get very hot and 
pose a hazard. Follow the manufacturer’s 
guidelines, use the lowest setting, and make 
sure you turn them off when you have finished 
using them.  

Old appliances: It’s crucial that you check and 
clean your appliances regularly. Inspect electri-
cal cords and connections to make sure they 
are in good condition. Avoid powering applianc-
es with extension cords. 

Barbecue Charcoal: If coal is damp, it could ignite 
itself and start a fire. Store charcoal in a metal 
container with a tight, secure lid and in a non-
combustible area. Make sure the charcoal is 
cooled completely, after use, before placing in 
a garbage can.  

Oil soaked rags: Oily rags that are piled up can 
spontaneously ignite themselves. Rags in this 
condition should be hung outside so that they 
can dry properly.   

Matches and lighters: When keeping matches 
and lighters in your house, make sure they are 
out of children’s reach and are stored in a safe, 
dry place away from anything that may acci-
dentally ignite them.  

 

Clutter in the closet: Nearly 12% of all house fires 
start in a closet because the occupant ignores 
the closet light fixture and stacks combustible 
materials close to the glowing, hot bulb. 

 Dust: Dust can be a fire hazard if it collects near 
floor heaters, electronics, and electric compo-
nents. Regular dusting and vacuuming can re-
duce the amount of dust that lingers near your 
electrical outlets and appliances.   

If you have any questions regarding potential fire 
hazards in your house, please call Neenah-
Menasha Fire Rescue at 886-6200 for more infor-
mation.   

2018 Budget Hearing Scheduled 

for November 20th  

The Menasha Common Council will hold a public 

hearing for the 2018 Operating Budget and 2018 

Capital Improvements Program (CIP) Budget on 

Monday, November 20th at 6:00 pm.  After the public 

hearing, the Common Council will make any final ad-

justments to the budget and adopt the 2018 Budget 

and the property tax levy for the December 2017 tax 

bills.  All interested residents are welcome to attend 

the meeting.  Copies of the 2018 budget will be avail-

able for City residents at the Menasha City Center, 

2nd floor, Finance Department, beginning on Monday, 

November 6th.  A copy of the 2018 budget will also 

be placed onto the City of Menasha’s website at 

www.cityofmenasha-wi.gov at that same time.  The 

Finance Department expects to be mailing out the 

2017 property tax bills during the week of Decem-

ber11th. 

http://www.cityofmenasha-wi.gov
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Library Events 
 

 Firetruck Daze Day—9/1—   
10-10:30am 

 Back to School Story Time—
9/5—10-10:30am 

 Baby Story Time—9/8; 9/22; 
9/29; 10/6; 10/13; 10/20; 11/3; 
11/10; 11/17; 12/1; 12/8; 12/15—10-10:30am 

 Family Story Time—Mondays 9/11—11/27—  
10-10:30am & Tuesdays 9/12—12/19—            
10-10:30am 

 Preschool Play Group—Thursdays 9/14—
12/21—9:30-10am 

 Library Card & Cake Party—9/12—6:30-
7:15pm 

 Movie Night—9/26—6:30-8pm 
 Bi-lingual Story Time—Thursdays 10/5; 10/12; 

10/19; 10/26—11-11:30am 
 Star Wars Reads Day—10/7—1:30-3:30pm 
 Movie Night—10/10—6:30-8pm 
 Boo! Happy Halloween Rondini Magic 

Show—10/27—10-11am 
 Family Halloween Party—10/31—6:30-7pm 
 Harry Potter Party—11/14—6:30-7:15pm 
 Movie Night—11/28—6:30-8pm 
 Holiday Concert with Tom Pease—12/5—6:30-

7:15pm 
 Santa Storytime with Otis Miller of Miller & 

Mike—12/12—6:30-7:15pm 
 Mini-Makerspace: Holiday Edition—12/19—

6:30-7:15pm 
 Family Yoga—12/26—1:30-2:15pm 
 Make-It Take-It Thank You Cards—12/27—

1:30-2:15pm  
 Family Movie Day—12/28—1:30-3pm 
 Preschool Story Time—12/30—10-10:30am 

From the Public Works  
Department:  

Construction Updates  
 
2017 has been and contin-
ues to be a very busy con-
struction year for the       
Department of Public works. 
Unit 2017-01 was the new 
street construction of the 
Province Terrace area in the 
existing business park     
behind Festival Foods. In 
cooperation with WisDOT, 
we needed to have this construction completed in 
advance of the Oneida Street construction that 
was started in August. This meant an early con-
struction season start to be sure that this section 
of roadway was available for traffic when Oneida 
Street was closed.  
 
Unit 2017-02 involves new street construction in 
the Silver Birch Estates Subdivision, street recon-
struction on Railroad Street, Jefferson Street, and 
Stardust Drive and street rehabilitation on Center 
Street, Second Street, Manitowoc Street, Apple 
Court, Briarwood Drive, Meadowview Drive, Deer-
field Avenue, Emerald Court, Pearl Street, and 
Garnet Court. Construction in this contract is ex-
pected to be completed by October 27, 2017.  
 
The WisDOT 441 expansion continues to move 
forward at a very aggressive pace with the Midway 
Road and Oneida Street area receiving considera-
ble updates as well as the mainline 441 corridor.  
 
The Midway Road and Oneida Street intersection 
construction is expected to begin in the first part of 
September, with completion in the first part of No-
vember 2017. The intersection will be worked on 
one half at a time to allow east-west traffic to cross 
Oneida Street. For updated WisDOT construction 
information, please visit their website at             
projects.511.wi.gov/wis441 
 
As always, thank you to the residents and busi-
nesses affected by the construction for your pa-
tience and understanding. It is greatly appreciated.  

Flu Clinic 
 

The Menasha Health Department will be holding 
their annual Mass Flu Clinic for children (6 months 

and older) and adults on  
 

Thursday, October 5th from 2-6pm 
At 100 Main Street, Menasha 

 
Vaccines are free for children 6 months through age 

18 and $17 for adults. Walk-ins only, no appoint-
ment needed. Vaccines offered while supplies last.  

 
For more information, call the Menasha Health De-

partment at 920-967-3520 

 

Did you know…  

The City launched a new website this year!  

Check it out at http://www.cityofmenasha-wi.gov/  
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Police Department Accreditation 

Assessment Coming this Fall  

A team of assessors from the 
Wisconsin Law Enforcement 
Accreditation Group 
(WILEAG) will arrive in 
Menasha on November 7, 
2017, to examine all aspects 
of the Menasha Police Depart-

ment’s policies and procedures, management, opera-
tions, and support services. Verification by the team 
that the Menasha Police Department meets the 
Board’s state-of-the-art standards is part of a volun-
tary process to gain accreditation—a highly prized 
recognition of law enforcement professional excel-
lence. The Police Department has to comply with 235 
professional standards in order to gain accredited sta-
tus. The process the Department has gone through to 
prepare for the assessment has helped confirm areas 
where the Department excels, as well as identify are-
as of opportunity. Once the WILEAG Board’s asses-
sors complete their review of the agency, they report 
back to the full Board, which will then decide if the de-
partment is to be granted accredited status. Accredi-
tation status is granted for three years, during which 
time the department must submit annual reports at-
testing continued compliance with those standards 
under which it was initially accredited. 
As part of the on-site assessment, department em-
ployees and members of the community are invited to 
offer comments regarding the Police Department’s 
ability to comply with WILEAG’s standards. People 
will be able to share their comments both in person 
and by calling in during certain times during the as-
sessment.   Please watch for the specific dates, 
times, and locations for these comment sessions later 
this year.  
The Department is excited for this opportunity. This is 
another step we are taking to make sure we are 
providing the best police services possible to the com-
munity. 

Did you know…  

There are snowshoe and ski trails in Menasha! 

Smith Park Ski Trail is a 1.5 mile flat traditional & 
skate ski trail.  

Heckrodt Wetland Reserve has a 2+ mile flat and 
wooded trail for snowshoeing.  

You can also ski and snowshoe in the conservan-
cy area located 1/4 mile east of Oneida Street, on 
the north side of STH 114.  

Updates from the Finance         

Department  

2017 Equalized Valuation Increases by 
6.28% and Hits Record $1.1 Billion  

The Wisconsin Department of Revenue recently re-
leased their 2017 equalized valuations for Wisconsin 
communities in August. The 2017 equalized valua-
tion for the City of Menasha is $1,117,040,500 com-
pared to $1,051,001,800 in 2016. This represents a 
significant increase of over $66 million in the 2017 
property valuation, or a 6.28% increase.  Of the $66 
million increase, $36 million occurred in Winnebago 
County and $30 million occurred in Calumet County.  
A table of the City’s equalized valuation is shown 
below for all years 2009-2017. 

Did you know…  

You can rent the Senior Center for personal 
events? It’s great for baby showers, wedding 
showers, family gatherings, etc. The space is 
available on the weekends for $15/hr. the first 4 
hours and $5/hr. each additional hour. For more 
information call Barb at the Senior Center at (920) 
967-3530.  

 YEAR EQUALIZED VALUE % CHANGE 
 2009 $1,037,997,500  - -   
 2010 $1,027,132,300  - 1.05% 
 2011 $1,028,857,200  + 0.17% 
 2012 $992,831,200  - 3.50% 
 2013 $974,894,000  - 1.81% 
 2014 $999,088,600  + 2.48% 
 2015 $1,010,047,700  + 1.10% 
 2016 $1,051,001,800  + 4.05% 
 2017 $1,117,040,500  + 6.28% 

MUNCIPALITY NAME % CHANGE 
City of Menasha  + 6.28% 
City of Appleton  + 5.75% 
City of Neenah  + 5.20% 
Village of Fox Crossing  + 4.94% 
City of Kaukauna  + 4.12% 
City of Oshkosh  + 4.12% 
Statewide Average  + 4.51% 

The City of Menasha’s 2017 equalized valuation 

growth percentage did outpace other local munici-

palities in the region and the statewide average, 

which are shown in the table below 
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Join us and Focus on Energy experts at the 
Menasha Public Library for a free 6-week learning 
series starting Tuesday, September 12th from 10-
11am. Come each week through October 17th to 
learn about topics including: insulation, smart ther-
mostats, mold, moisture, ice dams, heating & cooling 
options, LED lighting, Energy Star & Energy Guide, 
lead water service, with our programs and incentives. 
We hope to see you there! Find out more about 
these programs at www.menashautilities.com. 

Join us at the Library for 
Energy and Water Programs 

Starting in September 

Did you know…  

Library cards are free to all residents of Wiscon-

sin.   

Library cards may be used to check out books, 
DVDs, audiobooks, technology devices, magazines, 
and more at no charge.  Most materials check out 
for four weeks and people are charged only if mate-
rials are brought back late or never at all. Late fees 
are minimal at 10¢ per day for adult items and only 
5¢ per day for children's materials.  Call 920-967-
3680 for more information.  

Menasha Utilities Hosts Annual 
Public Power Week Celebration 

October 4th, 2017 

Join Menasha Utilities at the an-
nual Public Power Week event 
highlighting the benefits that 
“public power” brings to custom-
ers, the City of Menasha, and the 
utility. Public Power refers to the 
fact that Menasha owns and op-
erates the not-for-profit utility to provide safe, reliable 
electricity to homes and businesses. Local employ-
ees provide quick responses when issues arise and 
assistance with identifying energy-saving improve-
ments.  
Menasha Utilities customers are encouraged to at-
tend the Public Power Week Event on October 4th 
from 11am-4:30pm at Menasha Utilities, 321 Milwau-
kee Street. The event includes interactive and edu-
cational displays, prizes, light refreshments, FREE 
energy conservation giveaway prizes, and more. Fo-
cus on Energy staff will also be there to talk about 
their programs and share information on incentive 
opportunities and preparing for the upcoming winter 
season.  

For more than 25 years people in our community 
have given generously to the PROJECT SHARE 
FUND in order to help other people in Menasha who 
are experiencing financial difficulties and have no 
other alternatives available for meeting their energy 
bills. Thanks to your help, in past years this program 
has provided energy assistance to nearly 1,000 cus-
tomers in Menasha and the number keeps increasing 
as a result of the economy. The money donated 
helps real people; a neighbor, a friend, or another 
family in our community.  
PROJECT SHARE FUND contributions are tax de-
tectable and all disbursements from the fund are au-
thorized from LEAVEN, a non-profit agency based in 
Menasha. Please consider helping your neighbor by 
completing the contribution form that will be included 
with utility bills in October, or by dropping off/mailing 
a contribution with your next utility bill.  

Project Share Fund Helps Local 
Community 

Looking for Help with Winter 
Energy Costs?  

It’s hard to predict how severe a winter will be and 
since heating is one of the largest utility costs to a 
homeowner, you could consider weatherizing and 
insulating your home to decrease bills and increase 
comfort. Utilize the Home Performance with Energy 
Star program offered through Focus on Energy. 
Proper weatherization will help keep your home com-
fortable in both winter and summer. Visit 
www.focusonenergy.com for programs and incen-
tives.  
For income eligible residents WI Energy Assistance 
can help with high winter bills. Call 866-432-8947 to 
apply.  
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Attention! 
Bulky Item/Over Flow 

Stickers Enclosed  
Bulky Item and Over Flow Stickers will no longer be 
distributed door-to-door. Instead, they will be sent 

with the Fall Newsletter each year.  

 




